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=<And what did ‘the. Us: ‘taxpayers get | ~ 
‘for their money? Both Brazil and Chile’ 
“are noW ruled by.repressive” military” 
dictatorships. They have brought a:mea=* 
“sure Of stability. to their countries.-But ; 
only. ‘Tarely..has the .economic trickle” 4 
“yeached. the. poorer masses. For ‘their. 
‘dubious blessings, the people fiavé paid : 
a high-price: arrests in the night,:arbi-,; 
‘trary imprisonment and torture: for, the : 
crime of disagreeing. -.~ 7 
-Butifor the United States, ‘the price 
ig been higher. This country, once re-: 
garded around the world as. the bastion. 
‘of freedom, is now. thought no. hatter, j 
than its Communists rivals. The military, 
governments of Latin America have, be=: 
come-so oppressive that. the-méderktes:4 
including ‘many who despise commun-" 
ism, have turned‘in desperation not to 
‘Washington but to Havana. -. 8 eho 
'-For:in nation after, nation, they have: 
witnessed the-love affair between the: 
dictatorships” and. thé Pentagon: ‘Over: 
‘the’ past’, 30: “years; ‘the -Pentagon ; has , 
‘squandered , $2 dilljon: ‘worth. oF hards:| : 
“ware and training’ onthe mead estab~” a 
: lishments of Latin America. = ‘ 
“The © growing: concern “of. Conehess 4 
hasn’ t:yet stopped the. flow. In the years: 
‘ahead, for example,.the American taxes 
pay ers will deliver. $49.8 milion: in. mili-. 
tary aid.to. the Argentinian: junta, S61; 
iNion to the: Brazilian ‘generals, °$15- i 
fmillion’ tothe military dictators in Box 
livia and $1.4 million to Generat-. Alfredo * = 
“Stroessner’s regime in Paraguay= 2 
ct! Military brass from virtually every.ns 
tion in-Latin America, meanwhile, have: 
,trained.at-such: ‘U.S: military schools as. 
‘the Command and General Staff College. 
“at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., and ‘the ‘Na* 
“I val War College at Newport; RI. Indeed," 
the’ Pentagon \ has. even established. ‘one: 
. School. that. is: specifically designed: ta" 
>train.Latins, It’s called.the School of the, 
Americans. arid is located in the Panda; 
Canal Zone. Over 30,000 Latin American’ 
‘military men have ‘trained at the school"} . 
-over.the past three decades. Of 1,765 stir | 
‘dents. who. atténded:the' ‘School i in.-1975;") 


‘At the White House and State Depart.“ 
ment, there has been little sentiment for: ‘| 
restoring democracy in Latin America| 
It doesn't seem to. matter. whether the. + 
governments “use terror” and” torture.: | 
Our diplomats prefer:to keep -a “low | a 
profile” and confine their objections: to” “| 

! 


“quiet” representations.” Secretary * “of? 
State Kissinger appears to. be quite com-. 
fortable with repressive dictatorships. | 
Take Argentina, for example. Kidnap-./ 
pings, murder and torture have become’ t 
daily occurrences. The outrages are 
committed by militants of both political 
-extremes. There have been “more peo- 
-ple killed in one year in Argentina,” one 
State Department source told us, “than. 
in five years in Northern Ireland.” , - © 
-.The. situation has deteriorated siice 
the military junta took over on March 
24. The dictatorship, rather than join in © 
-the murder-and mayhem directly, per-*, 
‘mits right-wing para-police -and: para- 
\military. squads to'roam the cities and, 
‘countryside, dispensing street justice: -.”- 
+ Some key congressmen, such as. Rep. 
Edward Koch (D-N.¥.), would like to cut” 
off military aid to Argentina as a ges- | 
ture of U.S. concern. U.S. law states that. j 
this can be done if a country demon-} | a . 
| e 


--, Throughout most of its 200 years, the: 
3 ‘United States has held aloft the ‘torch.of:,; 
‘Hberty’'and” has ‘promoted. democracy" 
“among its neighbors: But the’ ‘painstak- . 
zing: progress: has: now: been largely .un-" 
done by.a:United States-that suddenly) ° 
2 began.to. see. Communists: under every. 
= bush heyond.its. southern: ‘borders, : 
The statistics‘of ‘tyranny: ‘tell th ‘stor: 
"Tn: 1963, énly tour small Latin® ‘Ameériéan 
; nations —El Salvador; Horidisras;. -Ni¢dra- 
* gua -and- Paraguay—-were ruled: by-mili< 
tary ¢ dictators..Then Brazil-feHl to a junta’ : 
in. 1964. Panama and Peru. went: military: 
“in 1968) The armed forces took over.B 
livia in.1969, Ecuador: in 1972; Chile:and: 
Uruguay“ in 1973"" Argentina, Tafter’-s 
“brief military flirtation i in the mid-1960s 
(: ‘has “now.-fallen. under” harsbs: militar 
“yole-And: behind: ‘most :of.the-militar 
- dictatorships | can he found! former clas 
. mates. An the. eniagon of oF. shado fi 


strates a “consistent pattern" of “gross | 
violations” of human rights. ‘But the 
State-Department characteristically has’ 
‘objected. that a.“consistent pattern” of i 
abuse: mist still be proved. ©. 25 
“Re sporids 5: “Koch: ““Bold ‘steps are 
neéded: to impress the Argentine g0v- 
ernment that its’ grace- -period is over.” 
-At least-dimly,--those.whoz believe the 
United States “sttould- ‘promote democra- 
-Gies; 10t dictatorships, are being heard. | | 
“O18, United Feature Syndicate, Ine. ; ea 


Kam: 
“ple; that: the: ‘United ‘States’ ae en: 
couraged the géierals:to‘overthrow: two. 
of South: America’s democraciés‘a:dec 
a apart: in. Brazil’ and: :Chile 
it S.: e 


cb he that:the CTA in: 

“the. early 1960s furitieled millions-of'dol-' 

Jars.inte organizations. that. opposed’ the* 
i "-B 


:The Defense- ‘Depaftment also. mal 
tains military advisers in 17 Latin Amer: 
ican countries,” Thus-the top military, 
brass‘in Latin America and the United” 
‘States have beghec close pérsonal re | 


“Walters tu du isd ty di acto r 
‘ poee Ua as ven nasa lationships.: 


“the CIA. He was involved. in funneling * 
“subsequent: CLA. millions’ to, organiza-1) 
“tions. that. were ‘opposed - to. Presider 

- Salvador Allende in. Chile, ‘503 z 
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